CHAPTER X
THE  TRADE  UNIONS  AND  THE   RISE   OF  THE   LABOUR   PARTY
The union of men in a common effort for a common object, this is and
always has been the true school of character.—W. K. clifford.
from the very first days of the Socialist assault on modern capi-
talism, it was understood even by the dullest among us that its
success depended upon the extent to which the whole fighting
force of labour could be organized and persuaded to join in the
attack. The entrenched position of the capitalist, and the lack of
either training or equipment of the Socialist forces, made the task
of the latter appear quite hopeless. The capitalist Goliath had
behind him the physical power of the State; the Socialist David
had scarcely a stone in his sling. He was, moreover, assailed by
the Press with all the slander and misrepresentation that purchased
literary talent could invent. Every necessitous journalist who
could write a defamatory paragraph worked overtime in defence
of the capitalist and his cause: the politicians were his admiring
satellites; the clergy, for the most part, his obedient menials. The
unenlightened multitude, taught to believe that their privations
were due to the operation of natural and immutable laws, and not
to the faulty organization of society, applauded the exploiter, hooted
the Socialist who opposed him, and voted for him on demand. The
Socialist had no money for either organization or ammunition; he
had no Press, no approving public, and he could not meet his
opponent on equal terms. His assurances that he really did not
propose to burn the churches or destroy the institution of the
family, and that the goal of his endeavours was merely the estab-
lishment of an industrial democracy, were designedly ignored. He
was accused of advocating sex anarchy and free love, and outraged
piety gathered up its skirts when he passed. He was the Ishmael
of the smug Victorian world.
The times have changed, and the Socialist advocate of to-day has
to meet a situation of another kind. He is no longer isolated or
imprisoned: he is flattered and sometimes even invited to dinner;
and the new attitude is at least as menacing as was the old. Those
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